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Natural Environment and Lake Stewardship Committee    
Sunday, May 04, 2025   
               Written by Claire Huene, Co-Chair 
 

 
Board Member Attendees: 

 

Karen Laustsen 
Claire Huene 
(Co-Chairs) 

Connie Beaton 
Sharon Cockx 
Ade MacDonald-
Smith 
 

Carey Fougere (for 
last few minutes of 
meeting) 
 

Public Attendees 
-- 

    
    

Regrets:  Karen Foudy (Council Rep.) 

     Suzanne Gaida (SVGL CFO) 

 

 

Meeting called to order by C. Huene at 10:10 a.m. 

 

1. Agenda 

• Please see attached. 

 

 

2. Approval of Prior Minutes 

• The Minutes of the March 30, 2025 NELS meeting were approved on April 14,  2025. 

 

 

3. Objective: Update of NELS 2025 Projects 

 

3a. Solar Energy Panel Discussion 

• On hold until after the LUB feedback and discussion is complete. 

 

 

3b. West End Spring Boardwalk Status 

• Sometime in the coming week, Karen L and Carey F will remove the debris from the old 

dock and chunks of wood that someone placed across the boggy section in the past. 

 

 

3c. Monitoring and Impact Assessment Process - Disc Golf Course 

• In response to a council request, NELS presented a detailed report to Council for a Disc 

Golf Course Monitoring and Impact Assessment Process in March 2024, but had not 

been able to determine from council minutes what recommendations Council had 

accepted.  For the March 30/25 NELS meeting, Suzanne summarized information from 

past council minutes related to discussion of the March 2024 NELS presentation in a 1-
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page table, and each point was discussed in depth.  Members of NELS plan to be 

present at the May 10/25 meeting of Council to be available to discuss this issue, as 

required. 

• Claire walked the full extent of the top of the escarpment and took the spring photos of 

the disc golf course on May 03/25.  Many of the early native plants are in bud and 

blooming; fescues are pushing up new green tufts, and Claire saw six large, solitary 

native bumblebees. 

o The prairie is awake, and it is an inappropriate time for a prescribed burn.  In 

view of the village having scheduled a burn for May 10/25, we discussed this with 

Carey F when he arrived at the end of today’s meeting.  NELS members 

emphasized to Carey the need to plan future prescribed burns at appropriate 

times of year, such as late fall, winter, and early spring before the birds return 

and before there is evidence of spring growth, etc. in the native areas. 

o Carey told us that Emma Stroud is the biologist who will do a sweep for birds 

before the prescribed burn.  She is coming at 8 a.m.on May 8/25, and Karen L 

will walk the areas with her. 

• Claire created a sign-out sheet for the disc equipment to help track the number of people 

and dates that people use the course, and will place it in the library as soon as possible.  

Sharon will monitor the sheet periodically for data. 

 

  

3d. Lake Stewardship Committee 

• No update. 

 

 

3e. Compost Pile 

• Prior to the March 30/25 meeting, Karen L forwarded all of the information gathered to 

date related to NELS’ recommendations and potential remediation procedures for the 

compost pile to Karen F and Suzanne.   

o Karen L was going to get some further information from Rick Elvey, and possibly 

also from the MD of Bighorn and other experts, to be forwarded to Suzanne 

before the May 10/25 meeting of Council. 

o This is a complex issue, and Council needs to determine its specific objectives 

before it will be possible to make any decisions.  It was NELS’ understanding 

after discussion on March 30/25 that Council would like to do away with having a 

yard waste drop-off area. 

• This week, it came to our attention that the compost pile had been levelled and spread 

out all around the immediate area, with no signage at the site nor on the village website 

as to whether or not it was still allowable to drop off yard waste.  Karen L spoke to Carey 

when she became aware of the situation and suggested he might want to rope off an 

area inside of which people could leave their yard waste.  Over the weekend, several 

piles of spring yard waste appeared in variety of different places in the spread out pile, 

so villagers are assuming it is okay to use the area as per usual. 

• Carey attended the last part of the NELS meeting today and explained that he decided 

to take advantage of having a person with a bobcat on site at the village for the 

installation of the fire fighting water tank.  Apparently, the operator agreed to level the 

compost pile area for free while he was on site. 
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• Karen L has the weed expert from MD of Bighorn scheduled to come to the village on 

May 13/25 at 10 a.m. to discuss options for weed control, as there will likely be 

significant weed growth on the spread out pile.  Carey will attend this appointment with 

Karen L.  Other members of NELS are also welcome to attend. 

• Members of NELS plan to be present at the May 10/25 meeting of Council to be 

available to discuss this issue, as required.  Carey asked that NELS bring a summary of 

all of its compost pile research and recommendations to discuss at the meeting. 

• Carey also asked that NELS provide suggestions as to where and what kind of native 

grass seed to purchase for re-seeding the spread out compost area and the excavated 

area where the new water tank was installed.  Claire suggested that biologist Emma 

Stroud was a good resource for this information, and will ask Karen L to ask Emma for 

her advice and recommendations when they walk the prescribed burn areas on May 

8/25.  The weed expert from MD of Bighorn is probably also a good resource for this 

information.  NELS will enquire and forward any recommendations to Council. 

 

 

3f. NELS Committee Information on the Webpage  

• We discussed what we might like to see on an updated webpage for NELS on the village 

website. Claire will communicate with Suzanne about this, and will send content files. 

 

 

3g. Tree Bylaw Review 

• On hold due to the ongoing refinement of the Land Use Bylaw. 

 

 

3h. Wildfire Hazard Report / FireSmart 

• Follow-up from March meeting minutes:  Claire sent an e-mail to Finance / Admin / 

Policy (May 05/25) to make the suggestion from NELS to inform villagers in writing (in 

next e-mail newsletter) of their liabilities if their home or cabin is the site of a fire. 

• Claire will look into updating the plant lists and landscaping recommendations to make 

them specific to SVGL growing zones / conditions. 

 

 

3i. NELS Bylaw Terms of Reference 

• Suzanne provided a draft Terms of Reference for the NELS committee at the March 

30/25 committee meeting.  Today, we discussed aspects of what we might like this to 

look like, including the purpose of the committee, the priorities of committee members, 

and the relationship of NELS to Council.  More discussion is required, and we hope to 

have a final draft ready for the fall. 

 

 

     3j. Carraig Ridge Decision 

• At the March 30/25 meeting, Karen L asked Suzanne if there is a way to preserve the 

history, research, and process documents related to this multi-year-long dispute. 

Suzanne indicated that there is an electronic “file cabinet” for storing important village 

documents. She suggested that Karen L could scan what she wants preserved and put it 

on a thumb drive for Suzanne to archive electronically. We also discussed the wisdom of 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

storing paper copies in the SVGL library, but the consensus was that this is not the best 

idea. 

• This topic was not revisited today – hold over to the fall meeting.  It is important to create 

a plan to preserve learnings from the Carraig Ridge process. 

 

 

4. New Business 

• Claire sent an e-mail to Admin / CC Finance (May 05/25) asking for expectations around 

committee reports for the village meeting on June 29/25 that that NELS can prepare its 

report. 

 

 

5. Wrap-up 

 

• We need to take away our action items so that we are prepared for our fall meeting.  

Date TBA – late August or sometime in September. 

 

 

6. Adjournment 

 

• Meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.  

 

 

 

Certified by the Secretary of NELS this 9th day of May, 2025. 

 

_________________________________ 

Claire Huene  

 


