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NELS committee recommendations:

Following a discussion of the referenced background report (received by NELS on
September 14, 2022), the NELS committee respectfully makes the following comments and
recommendations for the consideration of council regarding the proposed installation of a
weather station on SVGL lands:

Most on the committee are in favour of allowing installation, although some have
concerns about aesthetics and height, and some have concerns about people being
drawn into the village if the weather station is visible from the highway.

The native flora is relatively consistent throughout the entire area next to 1A Highway.
NELS recognizes that installation of a weather station would cause damage to the
native flora, but expects that any damage would be over a small area, would be
relatively light, and hopefully not permanent.

1. Itis imperative that any location for the weather station equipment take into
account the eventual re-alignment of Highway 1A, to ensure that the
equipment does not have to be relocated at the time of the highway re-
alignment.

. NELS’ first choice for location would be somewhere near the west-end
emergency access road, wherever it will be located at the time of the 1A Highway
re-alignment. In theory, the emergency access road will eventually align with
Keller's entrance road?

e Compared to locating the station near the main gate, a west-end location
would provide access for maintenance (via the [relocated] emergency
access road), but not for curious passers-by.

Visibility of the equipment at this location might be less than at the main
gate, as the equipment could be located behind the large evergreens.
There is no tree cover near the main gate.

. NELS recommends that Alberta Forestry and/or other maintenance vehicles not
be allowed to drive on the native grasses. Vehicle(s) must stay on the access
road.

. The letter from AB Forestry indicates that the grass within the enclosure would
typically be cut once per year to ensure that it does not interfere with the rain
gauge.

¢ NELS recommends that the native grasses within the fenced enclosure
not be cut or mowed, except immediately around the concrete block on
which the rain gauge is located (refer to the video clip of the Kananaskis
weather station linked in the background information). The native grasses

Natural Environment and Lake Stewardship Committee — Report and Recommendations
Proposed Weather Station (September 23, 2022)




are not particularly tall or dense, and should not create any problems with
rain gauge function.

NELS would be fine with AB Forestry clipping the grasses around the
edges of the concrete block to a minimum height of 5” (which would
protect the growth crowns of most of the grasses and other plants, and
would maintain sufficient plant cover over the soil to prevent erosion).

NELS recommends that, in order to minimize disturbance of and damage
to the local flora, grasses only be clipped to a distance of 8-12” from the
edges of the block on which the rain gauge is located.
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Background report:

Letter from Alberta Agriculture, Forestry, and Rural Economic Development
File: 2022 Summer Village of Ghost Lake Proposed Weather Station
Date: January 28, 2022

Attention: John Walsh, Mayor of Summer Village of Ghost Lake

Subject: Proposed Forestry Weather Station located on the lands of the Summer
Village of Ghost Lake

Provided to NELS by Councillor Karen Foudy on September 14, 2022
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