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Natural Environment and Lake Stewardship Committee 
Wednesday, September 13, 2023 
 

written by Claire Huene, Co-chair / Secretary 
 

 
Committee Members Present: 
Karen Laustsen (Chair); Claire Huene (Co-chair / Secretary); Connie Beaton; Sharon Cockx; 
Bob Miller; Karen Foudy (Council Rep) 
 
Committee Volunteers and Public Attendees: 
Bruce MacDonald (Committee Volunteer); Christine Roth 
 
Regrets: 
Ade MacDonald-Smith 
 

 
Online meeting called to order by C. Huene at 6:30 p.m. 
 

• Agenda – Regular meeting of the NELS Committee 
 

• Approval of Prior Minutes – Minutes of the May 10, 2023 meeting were approved 
May 23, 2023. 

 
 

1. Updates / Old Business 
 

COMPOST PILE:  

• Connie and Bruce checked with a contact up Jamieson Road to get a quote for 
hauling away the compost pile, however, he is not interested in the job. 

• Karen L spoke with her contact at Shell to ask if they could use the compost pile 
material as fill at the McKendrick property project. She was told that the material 
does not have a high enough mineral content to be used as fill for that project. 

• This item will now be closed off of the NELS agenda. 

• The committee’s recommendation to Council on this subject remains that: 
Council should have the existing pile hauled away and then start fresh as 
detailed in the NELS compost pile report and recommendations to council 
(dated September 20/22). 

• If Council decides to spread out the existing compost pile where it 
currently stands, NELS respectfully reminds Council of the provincial 
requirement to properly manage any resulting spread of invasive plants and 
noxious weeds. 
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EDUCATIONAL EVENTS: 

• Based on a quick brainstorm of ideas at the meeting: 
o Karen L will contact Jeff Z to find out if there are any interesting night sky 

events happening this fall. 
o Karen L suggested that a topic related to solar energy might be interesting. 

Further discussion led to the possibility of NELS hosting a panel 
discussion on April 13/24. Specific topic development yet to happen. 

o By November 15, Karen L will contact Bill Motherwell to see if he would be 
willing to participate on the panel. 

o By November 15, Bob will contact two people he knows to see if either or 
both would be willing to participate on the panel. 

o By November 15, Karen F will check with John to see if he has proceeded 
further with solar panels for his place in the village in case he might also 
want to participate. 

o Karen F pointed out that the Canada Greener Grants Program does not 
extend to non-primary residences, and that without a postal code you 
cannot apply online. She has been waiting more than two months to 
receive an application by snail mail.  

• Another idea was for NELS to possibly host a public education event about the 
village’s preparedness and procedures for grass fires, at which Carey F and 
Elizabeth M (Disaster Services committee) could present information and 
answer questions. Karen F will check with Carey to see what the Disaster 
Services committee thinks about this. 

• After the meeting, Karen F followed up with Carey, who says he could attend 
the next NELS meeting to talk about this. 

 
 

CONTROLLED BURN: 

• Karen F says Council has decided against having a controlled burn this fall 
because of concerns that it would be unsafe given the very hot, dry conditions this 
summer. It is to be reconsidered for next spring. 

 
 
2. West Spring Project 

 
FAIRY TRAIL BOARDWALK:  

• Karen L provided an update. Apparently, Fortis says the poles need to be pre-1960 
in order to be “environmentally friendly” (untreated). So, it could take a while for 
such poles to be located and replaced as part of infrastructure maintenance. 

• Karen L will speak to her contact to see if he can give us any idea how long this 
might take. 

• In the meantime, the committee agreed that we need to develop a “plan B,” as this 
item has been on the agenda for more than a year already. Someone suggested 
that the local sawmill might have reasonably priced lumber that could be purchased 
for this purpose. 

• It was decided to table this item for now and discuss where we might source 
materials at our next working meeting. 
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3. NELS Three-year Plan Projects 
 

LAND USE BYLAW REVIEW: 

• NELS plans to do further study on what other municipalities have done with their 
LUBs. Karen F suggested that this is not really necessary because a consultant will 
manage the process of reviewing the village’s LUB. Claire explained that the 
purpose of this research is to educate ourselves about land use bylaws so we can 
participate in the village’s LUB review process in an informed and meaningful way. 

• Karen F provided a brief response to the list of LUB review-related questions that 
NELS had for Council. Mustafa is currently setting up a steering committee for the 
LUB review, which will commence late in 2023 or early in 2024. Greg Birch will 
likely be engaged as the consultant to facilitate the process.  He is currently 
working on the Waiparous LUB review. 

• Bob asked Karen F if there is a Terms of Reference document yet (there isn’t). Bob 
asked if Greg Birch could sit down with NELS prior to the development of the 
Terms of Reference to talk about the village’s natural environment and 
concerns/priorities to consider including in the Terms of Reference so that it 
contains an adequate environmental aspect. Karen F said she would check with 
Mustafa and get back to us. 

• After the meeting, Karen F reported back that Mustafa said: “In regards to the 
land-use bylaw we would be able to put one individual from the NEL’s committee 
as part of the steering committee. So therefore I would suggest that they put all 
their thoughts together and pass it along to the representative that will be at the 
steering committee.” 

 

DISC GOLF MONITORING / IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS: 

• Claire apologized for dropping the ball on this and commits to have 
recommendations for Council completed for the November meeting. 

• Based on observation of the course to date, it appears that there is more potential 
for damage from course maintenance than from play. Bob suggested that the 
NELS recommendations address this issue. 

• Claire noted that NELS’ walk with the two biologists in the spring yielded some very 
useful information, including that the biologists referred to our fescue areas as 
“pristine” and said that we should try to maintain them in their current condition. 
They said that rehabilitation is difficult and expensive and mentioned that the City 
of Calgary is spending upwards of $20,000 to try to rehabilitate a small fescue area 
in Fish Creek Park. They said that frequent mowing is problematic because fescue 
grasses only seed every 3-5 years. They also talked about ways to address some 
of the invasive weeds and non-native grasses that are infiltrating in several areas. 
NELS thinks it might be good use of some of the summer student hours to work on 
these issues each summer. 

 
 

4. Lake Stewardship Committee 

• Claire accidentally missed this item at the meeting. Sorry Bob!  If there is nothing 
urgent to report, we will get an update in November. 
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5. NELS membership drive / changes 

• Karen L presented the NELS committee report at the AGM in June, and mentioned 
that NELS would welcome new volunteers and/or committee members at any time.  

• Since then, Christine R and Tara T have both indicated an interest in participating, 
and we warmly welcome them in whatever capacity works for them. 

 
 

6. NELS meeting minutes / website 

• After the May NELS meeting, Karen F sorted out the problem of NELS meeting 
minutes not making it to our area of the village website in a timely manner. 
Everything is where it should be now. Karen F noted that the village website is 
going to be revamped at some point in the future to make it more user friendly. 

• Claire will continue to send the committee minutes to Hassan with a CC to Karen F. 
 

 

7. NELS report for AGM 

• Karen L presented the NELS committee report at the AGM in June, but we forgot to 
submit our report in writing to Council.  

• Claire will address this oversight by sending a copy to Admin and Policy with CC to 
Karen F. 

 

 

8. 2023 publication schedule for village newsletters 

• Claire accidentally missed this item at the meeting and followed up with Karen F. 

• After the meeting, Karen F said that the next village newsletter will be published in 
December. 

 
 

9. New Business 

• Connie expressed concern that NELS did not submit a budget to Council in August 
for anticipated costs for the Fairy Trail bog bridge, etc. Claire explained that she 
and Karen L made an executive decision to forego updating the NELS 3-year plan 
and draft budget this year because committee members have generally said they 
would like to have fewer committee projects on deck. Some are very involved in the 
Carraig Ridge appeal and have little time for other projects before the new year. 

• Claire asked Karen F if it would be possible to make an ad hoc ask to Council for a 
small amount of money ($200-300) if necessary to purchase supplies for the Fairy 
Trail bog bridge. Karen F said she would follow up with Mustafa. 

• After the meeting, Karen F reported that Mustafa said that NELS expenses in the 
order of $200-300 would not be a problem as long as we submitted receipts. 

• Connie asked if NELS could read and discuss the Tree Bylaw at the next working 
meeting. She has concerns that in recent months a number of trees and shrubs 
have been cut without regard for the guidelines established in the Tree Bylaw. 
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10. Next meetings: 

• Working meeting to be planned for early October. Proposed date/time to follow by 
e-mail. 

 

• Next official committee meeting: Wednesday, November 8, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. 
Please reserve the date. 

 

• Adjournment - Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
Certified by the Secretary of the NELS Committee this 18th day of September 2023. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Claire Huene 


