Natural Environment and Lake Stewardship Committee
Wednesday, November 09, 2022

written by Claire Huene, Co-chair / Secretary

Committee Members Present:
Karen Laustsen (Chair); Claire Huene (Co-chair / Secretary); Connie Beaton; Debby Brotzell;
Bob Miller; Karen Foudy (Council Rep)

Public Attendees:
Tooney Fink (Committee Volunteer)

Regrets:
Sharon Cockx; Ade MacDonald-Smith

Online meeting called to order by C. Huene at 6:30 p.m.
e Agenda — Regular meeting of the NELS Committee

e Approval of Prior Minutes — Minutes of the September 13, 2022 meeting were
approved September 20, 2022.

1. Updates

e WEATHER STATION: NELS presented its report and recommendations regarding
a location for a proposed Alberta Forestry weather station within SVGL boundaries
to Council at the Sept. 26/22 Council meeting. Council agreed that the site that
NELS recommended (at the emergency exit) is a good alternative and will send
this out to AB Forestry. If this is not acceptable to AB Forestry, then Council is not
obliged to have the weather station in the SVGL.

e COMPOST PILE: NELS presented its report and recommendations regarding the
village compost pile to Council at the Sept. 26/22 Council meeting. The NELS
proposal to remove the existing pile and then create a yard waste collection area
for periodic removal was met with some constructive comments. NELS was not
able to determine a removal cost for the proposal. Admin pointed out that before
the pile can be removed, it must be tested to see if there are any impurities that
would impact where it is sent. Testing can be problematic because if there is
something environmentally unfriendly in the compost pile, then the SVGL would
have to clean it up no matter what the cost. As a first step, Admin was tasked with
finding out how much testing would cost.

e Council suggested that an alternative might be to spread out the material and
reclaim the area using the compost material as a base. Before spreading the pile,
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the areal extent of the pile would need to be determined based on spreading at
various thicknesses.

Admin mentioned that the Springbank dry dam project needs fill, as there is a
shortage of material in the area, so that might be another alternative for our
compost pile material. Not sure who was left with the responsibility to look into this
option, but assuming it is Admin.

Karen L. asked if it is possible to use some of the climate change grant money
toward the compost pile issue (under the auspice of environmental remediation)
and Mustafa thought it would be possible.

BEAR ACTIVITY: NELS presented its report and recommendations regarding bear
activity in the village to Council at the Sept. 26/22 Council meeting. Council agreed
that we need to educate people in the Village about living safely with bears. NELS
will look into hosting a bear awareness event in November as well as a refresher
event in the spring; will determine costs, and will follow up with Council.

Connie hoped that environmentalist Sarah Elmeligi might be available to do a bear
awareness talk for the village this fall, but has since found out that she is fully
booked. Given that most of the summer people are no longer available to attend an
event this year, NELS has decided to postpone until the spring. Karen L. will
phone the contact at Cottage Club to make arrangements (including date, time,
and costs) for a bear awareness event in the spring when the summer villagers are
around again. NELS will follow up with Council.

Since the September Council meeting, NELS has also forwarded an informational
guote for bear-proof bins to Council. Thank you to Warren for contacting Haul-All to
request the information. Admin responded to say that NELS must ensure that if we
solicit price information from a company, we must make it clear that it is for
information purposes only, and not a request for a quote from SVGL.

. Fall Education Activity

INFO SESSION ON CARRAIG RIDGE DECISION: In view of the recent letter
about the Carraig Ridge Development decision, NELS has decided to host an in-
person information session for Villagers on Sunday, Nov. 20/22, from 1 - 3 p.m.
The session will focus on:

o reviewing the details of the decision letter

o reviewing Council’s original position/objection

o explaining the process for appealing the decision
Karen F. will discuss this with Council and encourage Council’s involvement at the
session; and will get back to NELS with a copy of Council’s original letter of
objection as soon as possible.
Karen F says that John and Mustafa are available to attend the session on Nov. 20
Connie will send a copy of her letter to Karen F as KF has not received one yet
Bob will draft an information package that will ultimately be distributed to Villagers
for their information. Bob will confer with Karen L. and Tooney to finalize the
content.
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ASTRONOMY EVENT: Karen L. will contact Jeff Z about the possibility of leading
a star-gazing / astronomy event between now and the end of the year. Date and
time to be announced, with contingency time and date in case of bad weather.

. West Spring Project

WILDLIFE RESOURCE ASSESSMENT: Karen L. has contacted and received a
proposal from a wildlife / wetlands biologist regarding options, costs, and timing
related to performing a survey / assessment in the area of the Arkayla Springs, with
particular consideration to our end of the springs and the future widening of the 1A.
NELS is soon to receive information from Rod K. about his long-term observations
of the flora and fauna in the area.

NELS will continue to consider the possibility and potential benefits of having a
formal survey / assessment completed.

FAIRY TRAIL BOARDWALK: NELS had an expert from the West Bragg Creek
Trails Association come out to look at the West Spring wetland and design a
boardwalk to span the length that currently has an old dock lying across the spring
drainage area. William Prebushewsky has designed many similar structures which
are used in the Kananaskis area and approved by the provincial parks authorities.
NELS will present the details of his proposal at the November 21/22 Council
meeting.

There was a question about the use of old utility poles in an environmentally
sensitive area because of creosote, but apparently they are only coated on the
“‘underground” part of the pole and the rest is uncoated. Apparently it is also
possible to get poles from Fortis if it doesn’t work out to get them from TransAlta.

STORY MAP PROJECT: Karen L provided an update, saying that she and Tooney
are finding a lot of good historical information from several different sources that
can be used in the project. Karen L is going to call Land Titles for some further
information, and Debby is going to check her old files to see if she still has copies
of the land titles that were discussed.

. NELS Three-year plan update

MOTION TO BEGIN DEVELOPMENT OF A LAKE STEWARDSHIP PLAN FOR
GHOST LAKE: Bob provided background to the motion, specifying that while this
may be an initiative of NELS and SVGL, any resulting lake stewardship plan will be
created with input from and under the auspices of a group of stakeholders with a
common interest in trying to protect and sustain the quality of the lake, and would
therefore not be “owned” or controlled by the Village. He suggested that because
Ghost Lake is a reservoir rather than a lake, it may be a “new thing” compared to
what may exist with regard to other lakeside summer villages.

The new sub-committee will start to “check in” with other possible stakeholder
groups to see what interest there may be in pursuing the idea of a Lake
Stewardship Plan for Ghost Lake.
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e The motion:

WHEREAS the Summer Village of Ghost Lake Sustainability Plan identifies as a
priority initiative the creation of a lake stewardship strategy and action plan (p.26)
for the lake, identifying coordinators and engaging with broader stakeholders
adjacent to or otherwise concerned about the lake’s continued health and vitality;
and

WHEREAS the Duties and Responsibilities of the Natural Environment and Lake
Stewardship Committee (NELS) include:

3.a)(iv) Becoming knowledgeable regarding the Lake Stewardship strategies,
successes and funding/partnering arrangements employed by other summer
villages in Alberta; and

3.a)(v) Working with groups outside the Summer Village (i.e. Government of
Alberta, Bow River Basin Council, rural municipalities, TransAlta Utilities, Stoney
First Nations) to work towards the development of an integrated, collaborative lake
stewardship framework and action plan for the Lake (reservoir).

MOVED that the Natural Environment and Lake Stewardship Committee (NELS)
establish a sub-committee of the NELS Committee to work towards the
development of an integrated, collaborative lake (reservoir) stewardship framework
and action plan and that Bob Miller be appointed as the Coordinator (Chair) of that
sub-committee, serving at the pleasure of the NELS Committee.

NELS Committee - November 9, 2022

e Moved by Claire to accept the motion. Seconded by Karen L.
e Karen F abstained from voting. All others in favour.
e MOTION IS PASSED.

e Discussion of priorities in the three-year plan for 2022-23 postponed to the next
NELS committee meeting.

. Disc golf monitoring / impact assessment process
e Discussion postponed to the next NELS committee meeting.

. Further discussion of new information received about recent Carraig Ridge
decision
¢ More general discussion about the Carraig Ridge decision and what to address
at the upcoming information session for Villagers.
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7. Wecome to the NELS Committee, Bob!

e NELS members are delighted that Bob has joined the committee and look forward
to working with him. We thank him for accepting the position of Chair of the new
NELS Lake Stewardship sub-committee.

8. Next meeting: Wednesday, January 11, 2023

e Adjournment - Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Certified by the Secretary of the NELS Committee this 17th day of November 2022.

Claire Huene
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