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Natural Environment and Lake Stewardship Committee    
Sunday, March 30th, 2025   
               Written by Karen Laustsen, Co-Chair 
 

 
Board Member Attendees: 

 

Karen Laustsen 
Claire Huene 
(Co-Chairs) 

Connie Beaton 
Sharon Cockx 
Ade MacDonald-
Smith 
 

Karen Foudy 
(Council Rep.) 
 
Suzanne Gaida 
(SVGL CFO) 
 

Public Attendees 
-- 

    
    

Regrets: 

 

 

Meeting called to order C. Huene at 10:03 PM. 

 

1. Agenda 

 

• Please see attached. 

 

 

2. Approval of Prior Minutes 

 

• The Minutes of the January 26thth, 2025 NELS meeting were approved on March 24th,  

2025. 

 

 

3. Objective: Update of NELS 2025 Projects 

 

3a. Solar Energy Panel Discussion 

• This event has been put on hold until after the LUB feedback and discussion is complete 

. 

 

3b. West End Spring Boardwalk Status 

• The debris from the old dock and chunks of wood that someone had put there to cross 

the boggy section in the past still needs to be removed and taken to the burn pile. Karen 

L. will contact Carey to see if it is still possible for him to use his trailer to do this. 

• NELS has personally thanked the Brooks Sawmill for donating the cutting of our cedar 

poles into planks for the boardwalk. We made a visit to deliver gifts of soup, dessert 

items, and four pairs of sheepskin boot insoles (which Bob Miller donated). A picture of 

the completed boardwalk has been sent to their website. Karen L. has also personally 

thanked her family contact at Fortis for providing the cedar poles. 
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3c. Monitoring and Impact Assessment Process - Disc Golf Course 

• In response to a council request, NELS presented a detailed report to Council for a Disc 

Golf Course Monitoring and Impact Assessment Process in March 2024, but had not 

been able to determine from council minutes what recommendations Council had 

accepted.  

• For today’s meeting, Suzanne Gaida summarized information from past council minutes 

related to discussion of the March 2024 NELS presentation in a 1-page table, and each 

point was discussed in depth today. Suzanne will now be able to explain the details to 

Council at the next Council meeting, and hopefully we will be able to come to an 

agreement on a process for future monitoring, impact assessment, and management of 

the disc golf course. 

• NELS emphasized again (as in the NELS report) that mowing pathways on the disc golf 

course to keep the grass short is the primary cause of degradation of the fescue and 

allows weeds to take hold. NELS strongly recommends that there be no mowing on the 

disc golf for the next 1-2 years, as an experiment to determine how fast the mowed 

pathways that define the course become indistinct. Fescue is very slow growing and is 

unlikely to need to be trimmed. In the meantime, light trampling by course users can help 

to create worn footpaths between the tees and baskets.  

• NELS will continue to take pictures of the disc golf course as part monitoring impacts. 

• NELS will create a sign-out sheet for the disc equipment and place it in the library to help 

track the number of people using the course. 

 

  

3d. Lake Stewardship Committee 

• NELS has observed and is concerned about the increased presence of motorized 

vehicles on the Ghost Reservoir in the winter. After some (off-line) discussion, however, 

NELS recognizes that this issue is very complex, since there are multiple stakeholders, 

including land owners, TransAlta Utilities, the provincial government, etc. Having any 

real effect on this situation would require the coordinated efforts of multiple stakeholders. 

One example of this might be Council liaising with associated groups such as Cottage 

Club (Judy Humphries) and the MD of Bighorn to advocate for shutting down the 

provincial lake access ramp. 

• If Council ever decides to become involved in addressing this issue an official capacity in 

the future, NELS would be willing to assist, if asked. For now, however, NELS will 

remove this item from its project list, as the committee has no jurisdiction to impact this 

situation.  

 

 

3e. Compost Pile /  

• Prior to this meeting, NELS forwarded all of the information gathered to date related to 

NELS’ recommendations and potential remediation procedures for the compost pile to 

Karen Foudy and Suzanne Gaida. 

• This is a complex issue, and Council needs to determine its specific objectives before it 

will be possible to make any decisions. Hopefully the recommendations and remediation 

options provided by NELS will be helpful to Council in this matter.  It is NELS’ 
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understanding after discussion today that Council would like to do away with having a 

yard waste drop-off area. 

• Karen L. will get some further information from Rick Elvey, and possibly also from the 

MD of Bighorn and other experts, which she will forward to Suzanne Gaida for 

presentation to Council at its next meeting in May. 

 

 

3f. NELS Committee Information on the Webpage  

• Suzanne Gaida is now responsible for managing the village website and, as time 

permits, is going through the various pages to make updates and corrections. Claire will 

communicate with Suzanne regarding the content on the NELS page of the website to 

get our committee content updated, correct, and complete. 

 

 

3g. Tree Bylaw and Wildfire Hazard Report 

• There will be no review of the Tree Bylaw at this time due to the ongoing refinement of 

the Land Use Bylaw. 

• The committee discussed the Wildfire Hazard Report, and agreed that it provides some 

excellent information and background about the causes of wildfires. NELS feels that the 

recommended plant list could be edited so that plant choices suitable for our zone and 

conditions are highlighted. 

• It was noted that SVGL residents should be made aware of their liabilities if their house 

is the site of a fire. 

 

 

3h. NELS Bylaw 

• In the past, NELS discussed the potential to revise its bylaw to accommodate 

membership workload. Based on advice from Bob Miller, we were able to interpret the 

guidelines and now recognise that there is enough flexibility in the existing document. 

• Suzanne Gaida recently presented an interesting alternative that would allow NELS to 

become a non-profit group. This would allow us to apply for grants on our own and carry 

out plans outside of Council. Suzanne said that is how the Cochrane Environmental 

Agricultural Society (CEAC) functions. The immediate reaction was lukewarm, since it 

seems that this option would require more committee positions and a bigger time 

commitment. 

• Suzanne also said that all SVGL Council Committees are going to have procedural 

bylaws in the future, and that she would create a draft for our committee to consider. 

• Suzanne provided a draft of the updated Terms of Reference for the NELS committee at 

today’s meeting. NELS committee members need to review the document and 

understand the implications. We will consult with Bob Miller and provide feedback to 

Suzanne at our May meeting. 

 

 

     3i. Carraig Ridge Decision 

• The Alberta Environment Appeals Board (AEAB) has ruled that the Preliminary 

Certificate Holder will be allowed to divert water from the water source well WSW 7711 

to supply water to the proposed 44 lot residential development (Carraig Ridge). 
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• The Preliminary Certificate Holder will have to place a logger in the hole to provide real 

time pressure and flow data that is accessible to the public via the internet. It will then be 

possible to immediately determine if the well is being mined. This caveat will be very 

useful once the well is producing. 

• In addition, the ruling concluded that the Preliminary Certificate Holder must have a 

contingency plan in place to service the development, since this well cannot provide the 

water required. 

• Finally, the ruling states that the regulatory bodies involved in this process did not 

address the issue of the adequacy of water supply for the Carraig Ridge development. 

This was very apparent from the Directors Record throughout the process. 

• Karen L. asked Suzanne if there is a way to preserve the history, research, and process 

documents related to this multi-year-long dispute. Suzanne indicated that there is an 

electronic “file cabinet” for storing important village documents. She suggested that 

Karen L. could scan what she wants preserved and put it on a thumb drive for Suzanne 

to archive electronically. We also discussed the wisdom of storing paper copies in the 

SVGL library, but the consensus was that this is not the best idea. 

 

 

4. Wrap-up 

 

• We need to take away our action items so that we are prepared for our May 

meeting. 

 

 

5. Adjournment 

 

• Meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM  

 

 

 

Certified by the Secretary of NELS this 14th day of April, 2025. 

 

_____________________ 

Karen Laustsen  


