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Natural Environment and Lake Stewardship Committee 
Thursday, March 21, 2024 
 

written by Claire Huene, Co-chair / Secretary 
 

 
Committee Members Present: 
Karen Laustsen (Chair); Claire Huene (Co-chair / Secretary); Ade MacDonald-Smith; Bob 
Miller, Connie Beaton; Mustafa Hashimi (for Karen Foudy, Council Rep) 
 
Committee Volunteers and Public Attendees: 
Bruce MacDonald 
 
Regrets: 
Sharon Cockx; Christine Roth 
 

 
Online meeting called to order by C. Huene at 6:30 p.m. 
 

• Agenda – Regular meeting of the NELS Committee 
 

• Approval of Prior Minutes – Minutes of the January 17, 2024 meeting were approved 
February 08, 2024. 

 
 
Updates / Old Business: 
 

EDUCATIONAL EVENTS: 
 

• Night sky / star-gazing event – Jeff Z led 12 people in a night sky event on 
Saturday, February 10. Clouds were intermittent with some good clear viewing in 
between – saw some double stars, star clusters, nebulae, and galaxies – thank you 
to Jeff and to NELS members who baked treats. 

 

• Possible panel discussion about solar energy – We decided it would be best to 
put an e-mail out (via Hassan to the entire village) to ask how many people might 
be interested in attending a panel event about solar energy rather than going 
ahead and planning it. We would need about 20 interested people to make it worth 
the effort to plan and execute. 
o Claire will prepare the e-mail, run it by Karen L, and send to Hassan. We will 

ask for replies within two weeks from the time the e-mail goes out. Karen L will 
be the RSVP contact. 
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• Possible public education event about village preparedness and procedures 
for grass fires – Bob followed up with Carey about this. There is currently nothing 
in process for such an event, and it appears that if we were to organize something, 
it would be somewhat redundant to the Firesmart workshop that Carey is planning 
for this summer. Some other points from this discussion: 
o There is no controlled burn planned for the village this spring. 
o The main area of concern is fire approaching from the spring / west side 

toward the village. The prevailing winds don’t typically blow from the east or 
south. And grassfires don’t typically progress quickly downhill (i.e. from the top 
of the escarpments on the north side of the village) so there is less concern 
about fire approaching from the north side of the village. 

o Council is working on having a large water storage tank fabricated and 
installed for use by the fire department(s) in the event of a fire in the village. 
The proposed location is between the horseshoe pitch and the patch of 
evergreens at the southwest edge of the golf course. 

o Carey is working on a Firesmart workshop to be held (possibly) on Regatta 
weekend. Firesmart assessments would be available to villagers during this 
event. A consultant (Josh) is working with Admin to find Firesmart / FRIAA 
grants for things like plans / procedures for managing grass fires in the village. 

o NELS members at the meeting asked Mustafa if he could create some sort of 
short informational paragraph about what villagers should do if they see a fire 
near or in the village (call 911 and don’t try to fight the fire yourself); and about 
who is responsible to call in the volunteer fire departments and what the 
process is to alert permanent villagers and other village property owners. 

o Claire will follow up with an e-mail to Mustafa / Hassan. 
 
 

FAIRY TRAIL BOARDWALK:  

• Now that the poles from Fortis have been delivered to the village, we will proceed 
with a plan to get the bog bridge planned and installed. 
o Karen L and Dana will make the necessary measurements and investigate 

costs to have the poles split lengthwise at the sawmill. 
o Mustafa said when we are ready, we should send a written plan that includes 

proposed costs to Suzanne G with a cc to Mustafa. 
 
 

LAND USE BYLAW REVIEW: 

• No update at this time. The steering committee is waiting for the first draft from 
Greg Birch. He has been in touch to ask the committee for input about the cover 
design and map formatting. Next LUB steering meeting is expected to be in May. 

 
 

DISC GOLF MONITORING / IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS: 

• Claire presented the NELS report and recommendations at the March 16/24 
council meeting. Admin will consider the recommendations and they will be 
discussed at the next council meeting on May 04/24. 
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LAKE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: 

• Bob says there is nothing to report at this time. 
 
 

SUNFLOWERS AS COMPOST PILE WEED CONTROL: 
 

• Claire summarized the information from our discussions and from Karen’s e-mails 
with Cows & Fish and asked to have it added to the agenda for the March 16/24 
council meeting. Claire presented NELS’ most recent conclusions to council at that 
meeting. 
o Council asked NELS to contact Cows & Fish to come out and view / evaluate 

the pile, and also to ask C&F whether they would prefer to see the pile in its 
current state, or to see it after it has been knocked over and spread out 
(presumably so they could see what the “inside” of the pile is composed of).  

o Karen L has agreed to contact C&F to come out, and will to enquire about the 
cost to the village for any C&F-proposed rehabilitation recommendations. She 
will also ask if C&F is aware of any grants that could be used toward the 
same. Council indicated that there is no budget for compost pile rehabilitation. 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE LOOSE ENDS: 
 

• Claire caught up all of the committee filing: 
o Sent to Policy to put up on the NELS area of the website:  NELS AGM 

report June 2023; NELS meeting minutes from September 2023 and January 
2024; NELS Recommendations and Reports on (1) Bear Activity in the 
Village, (2) Compost Pile, and (3) Proposed Weather Station 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

• Tree Bylaw – This was tabled until the May meeting as both Connie and Bruce 
were sick. 

  

• Warren W has a line on some milkweed seeds – would anyone be interested in 
having any for their gardens? Anyone who is interested can contact Warren 
directly. 

 

• Warren W has expressed concern for the well-being of the evergreen trees 
near the location of the new water storage tank. He asked if NELS could ask 
for access to a site plan to help ensure the safety of the roots. NELS would also 
like to know what the criteria were for selecting that location, and what other 
locations were considered. Mustafa says send these questions to Hassan (who is 
in charge of this project) with a cc to Mustafa. 
o Claire will follow up with an e-mail to Hassan / Mustafa. 
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Next meeting: 
 

• Next official committee meeting: Thursday, May 09, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. Please 
reserve the date. 

 

• Adjournment - Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
Certified by the Secretary of the NELS Committee this 14th day of April 2024. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Claire Huene 


