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Natural Environment and Lake Stewardship Committee    
Sunday January 26, 2025   
               by Karen Laustsen, Co-Chair 
 

 
Board Member Attendees: 

 

Karen Laustsen 
Claire Huene 
(Co-Chairs) 

Connie Beaton 
Sharon Cockx 
Ade MacDonald-
Smith 
Bob Miller 
Christine Roth 

Karen Foudy 
(Council Rep.) 
 
Suzanne Gaida 
(SVGL CFO) 
 

Public Attendees 
-- 

    
    

Regrets: 

 

 

Meeting called to order K. Laustsen at 2:05 PM. 

 

1. Agenda 

 

• The purpose of the meeting was to review the Committee’s agenda items for 2025 since 

we have been unable to meet as a group since May, 2024, due to being unable to have 

enough members to make quorum. 

 

2. Approval of Prior Minutes 

 

• The Minutes of the May 9th 2024 NELS meeting were approved on May, 25th  2024. 

 

3. Objective: Review of NELS 2025 Projects 

 

3a. Solar Energy Panel Discussion 

• This event has been put on hold until after the LUB feedback and discussion is 

complete. 

 

3b. West End Spring Boardwalk Status 

• The Boardwalk is now complete. The total cost was $93.00 for lag bolts and nails etc. 

This cost was covered by Dana Laustsen. 

• The debris from the old dock and chunks of wood that someone had put there to cross 

the boggy section in the past still needs to be removed and taken to the burn pile. 

• We need to thank both Fortis for the donation of the cedar poles (with contaminated 

ends cut off) and Brooks Sawmill for donating the labor for sawing up the boards and 

adding a fir log (free of charge) to complete the span of the wetland. It was suggested 

that we send in thank you letters with photos to both companies on official SVGL 

letterhead with pictures. This letter should go to the higher up management in Fortis to 
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commend our contact (Dan Kerr). In addition, Bob Miller would be able to donate woolen 

insoles to the Brooks Sawmill workers. We should get this done in March. 

 

3c. Monitoring and Impact Assessment Process - Disc Golf Course 

• In March 2024, the NELS Committee presented a detailed report to Council concerning 

the Disc Golf Course Management, but have not been able to tell via the SVGL minutes 

whether or not Council has decided to accept the recommendations? The SVGL Minutes 

are confusing and incomplete. 

• Karen Foudy said she would try to find out the status and will add this to the Council 

Agenda. The next Council meeting will be on February 2nd at noon.  

 

  

3d. Lake Stewardship Committee 

• Bob Miller has not been able to make progress on this initiative. 

• There was discussion about the huge number of motorized vehicles on the lake ice.  

o This is a very difficult issue to enforce due to the varied land ownership. 

o There are people to work with, namely Bill Motherwell, who lives on the Ghost 

River. Judy Humphries at Cottage Club also is working towards resolving this 

issue. There have been meetings that we could participate in.  

o There is also a Facebook Page, “Ghost Lake Drifters,” that should be 

investigated. 

o We will take this offline and Claire and Karen will discuss a future plan. 

 

3e. Compost Pile 

• We have met on site with Cows and fish regarding solutions to remediate this weed 

infested area, and have written up a report which will be presented to Council. We do not 

have all the costs for the work yet. 

• Karen Foudy suggested that we should come to the next Council meeting to present our 

findings, but it is necessary to review the options and get a handle on the costs first 

 

3f. NELS Committee Information on the Webpage  

• The NELS Minutes and reports are not organized properly on the SVGL website. Some 

documents are missing after the website re-design. 

• Karen Foudy said that work is ongoing on the website and to postpone discussing this 

until after the next Council meeting. 

 

3g. Tree Bylaw  

• It was decided that there would be no review of the Tree Bylaw at this time due to the 

ongoing review of the Land Use Bylaw. 

• It was deemed worthwhile to read and understand the Wildfire Hazard Report so that we 

can discuss the conclusions and strategies at our next meeting in March.  

 

3h. NELS Bylaw 

• In the past, the Committee has discussed the potential to revise our Bylaw to 

accommodate the membership workload. Based on advice from Bob Miller, we were 
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able to interpret the guidelines and now recognise that there is enough flexibility in the 

existing document. 

• Suzanne Gaida presented an interesting alternative that would allow this Committee to 

become a non-profit group. This would mean that we could apply for grants on our own 

and carry out plans outside of the SVGL Council. Suzanne said that is how the 

Cochrane Environmental Agricultural Society (CEAC) functions, and that we should 

consider this option. The immediate reaction was lukewarm, since it seems that this 

road, if taken, would require more committee positions, and a bigger time commitment? 

• Suzanne also said that all Council Committees are going to have procedural bylaws in 

the future, and said she would write up a draft terms of reference / procedural bylaw for 

our committee to consider. Bob suggested that we will need to read the draft very 

carefully to understand its impacts, since the generic parts of the current bylaw reflect 

what is important to NELS. This will be discussed further at our next meeting. 

 

4. Wrap-up 

 

• We need to take away our action items so that we are prepared for our March 

meeting. 

 

5. Adjournment 

 

• Meeting adjourned at 11:50 AM  

 

 

 

Certified by the Secretary of NELS this 24th day of March, 2022. 

 

_____________________ 

Karen Laustsen  


