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Natural Environment and Lake Stewardship Committee 
Wednesday, January 17, 2024 
 

written by Claire Huene, Co-chair / Secretary 
 

 
Committee Members Present: 
Karen Laustsen (Chair); Claire Huene (Co-chair / Secretary); Bob Miller, Connie Beaton; 
Sharon Cockx; Mustafa Hashimi (for Karen Foudy, Council Rep) 
 
Committee Volunteers and Public Attendees: 
Bruce MacDonald 
 
Regrets: 
Ade MacDonald-Smith; Christine Roth 
 

 
Online meeting called to order by C. Huene at 6:30 p.m. 
 

• Agenda – Regular meeting of the NELS Committee 
 

• Approval of Prior Minutes – Minutes of the September 13, 2023 meeting were 
approved September 18, 2023. 

 
 
Updates / Old Business: 
 

EDUCATIONAL EVENTS: 

• Night sky / star-gazing event – Karen L reported that Jeff told her that spring may 
be better than winter for interesting night skies. Tabled until March. 

 

• Possible panel discussion about solar energy on April 13/24 – Karen L says 
Bill Motherwell is interested if his schedule allows. He would be good for practical 
information. Bob says his two people are also interested in principle. Topic 
refinement: Information for individuals wanting to install solar panels without 
funding is probably the most useful. People might also need some community-level 
information, e.g. are there any SVGL restrictions related to installing solar on 
individual properties; are there any new funding programs for individuals and/or for 
installing solar at the hall; also the info about needing a local postal code to get 
provincial / federal funding. We need to be ready to hammer out all of the details 
for this event at the March meeting. 

 

• Possible public education event about village preparedness and procedures 
for grass fires. Bob will follow up with Carey about this and report back at the 
March meeting. Perhaps it could be a joint event between NELS and Emergency 
Management. 
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FAIRY TRAIL BOARDWALK:  

• Karen L spoke to her contact at Fortis to see how long this might take to get the 
“clean” cedar poles. Sounds like this is probably a dead end. 

• We will go back to the original design since the poles are not available. Connie 
suggested a store in Springbank if we need to buy cedar. Karen L will discuss 
possibilities with Connie and report back at the March meeting. 

 
 

LAND USE BYLAW REVIEW: 

• Bob has concerns that there has been insufficient discussion prior to Greg starting 
to draft the new LUB, and that perhaps another steering committee meeting should 
be held first. He also wants to see the Terms of Reference for the process. Mustafa 
said to ask Greg for the Terms of Reference. 

• Claire will ask Greg to forward the Terms of Reference to Bob. 

• Claire will also provide NELS members with the final document she gave to Greg 
as feedback from NELS for the LUB. 

 
 

DISC GOLF MONITORING / IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS: 

• Claire has sent the Report and Recommendations out for review to the NELS 
committee members. 

• Claire will update with NELS’ feedback and submit to Administration. 
 
 

LAKE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE: 

• Bob says there is nothing to report at this time. 
 
 
New Business: 
 

• Sunflowers as weed control – Based on his experience planting masses of 
sunflowers on one of his undeveloped properties, John thinks sunflowers could be 
used as weed control to rehabilitate the compost pile, and he asked Claire to 
discuss this with NELS. After reading several articles about the allelopathic 
qualities of sunflowers, opinions from NELS members were mixed on whether this 
could be a successful way to get rid of the weed growth on the compost pile. Karen 
L suggested we contact Cows & Fish for their opinion. 

• Cows & Fish said that they would need to actually see the compost pile to properly 
evaluate, but thought that planting sunflowers was unlikely to solve the weed 
problem, and also said that the sunflowers would tend to spread elsewhere. They 
suggested it might be possible to rehabilitate by first spraying to kill the weed 
growth and then planting native grasses and shrubs, but also mentioned that if 
there is little to no native growth developing naturally on the pile at this time, then 
the soil quality may not be conducive to anything but weeds. Even in this case, 
however, there might still be some alternatives for rehabilitation. 

• Cows & Fish is open to coming out to look at the compost pile and evaluate what 
kind of rehabilitation might be possible, and Karen L is willing to contact them and 
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make arrangements. What budget would be available from Council toward some 
kind of rehabilitation based on recommendations from Cows & Fish? 

• Claire will add this information to the final compost pile conclusions for council. 
 

• Tree Bylaw – There wasn’t enough time to discuss this. Tabled until March 
meeting – please read it thoroughly and be prepared to discuss next time.  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE LOOSE ENDS: 
 

• Claire will send the following documents to Admin and Policy to get the committee 
documents back up-to-date on the website: NELS AGM report June 2023; NELS 
meeting minutes September 2023 and January 2024; NELS final compost pile 
conclusions (including the information about our discussion of sunflowers as weed 
control) 

 

Next meeting: 
 

• Next official committee meeting: Wednesday, March 13, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. Please 
reserve the date. 

 

• Adjournment - Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
Certified by the Secretary of the NELS Committee this 8th day of February 2024. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Claire Huene 


