
Final NELS conclusions / recommendation to Council regarding the compost pile: 
 

(Excerpt from NELS Meeting Minutes - September 13, 2023) 
COMPOST PILE:  

• Connie and Bruce checked with a contact up Jamieson Road to get a quote for hauling 
away the compost pile, however, he is not interested in the job. 

• Karen L spoke with her contact at Shell to ask if they could use the compost pile 
material as fill at the McKendrick property project. She was told that the material does 
not have a high enough mineral content to be used as fill for that project. 

• This item will now be closed off of the NELS agenda. 

• The committee’s recommendation to Council on this subject remains that: Council 
should have the existing pile hauled away and then start fresh as detailed in the NELS 
compost pile report and recommendations to council (dated September 20/22, 
attached). 

• If Council decides to spread out the existing compost pile where it currently 
stands, NELS respectfully reminds Council of the provincial requirement to properly 
manage any resulting spread of invasive plants and noxious weeds. 

 
 

Subsequent discussion regarding using sunflowers as weed control in the compost pile area: 
 

• Based on his experience planting masses of sunflowers on one of his undeveloped properties, 
John thinks sunflowers could be used as weed control to rehabilitate the compost pile and after 
the November council meeting in Cochrane, he asked Claire to discuss this with NELS. 

 

• NELS members read a variety of articles about the allelopathic qualities of sunflowers, but 
opinions were mixed as to whether this could be a successful way to get rid of the weed 
growth on the compost pile. Karen L suggested we contact Cows & Fish for their opinion. 

 

• Cows & Fish said that they would need to actually see the compost pile to properly evaluate, 
but thought that planting sunflowers was unlikely to solve the weed problem, and also said that 
the sunflowers would tend to spread elsewhere. They suggested it might be possible to 
rehabilitate by first spraying to kill the weed growth and then planting native grasses and 
shrubs, but also mentioned that if there is little to no native growth developing naturally on the 
pile at this time, then the soil quality may not be conducive to anything but weeds. Even in this 
case, however, they said there might still be some alternatives for rehabilitation. 

 

• Question to Council: Cows & Fish is open to coming out to look at the compost pile and 
evaluate what kind of rehabilitation might be possible, and Karen L is willing to contact them to 
make arrangements. What budget would be available from Council toward some kind of 
proper evaluation and rehabilitation plan based on recommendations from Cows & 
Fish? 


