
NELS Activities September 2024 – June 2025: 

 

• The West End Spring Boardwalk over the boggy area at the south end of the Fairy Trail is now 

complete, thanks to the kind assistance of Fortis Alberta, Brooks Sawmill, and the hard work of 

Dana and Karen Laustsen. 

 

• NELS and Council have reviewed and discussed the NELS report and recommendations for a 

disc golf course monitoring and impact assessment process.  NELS is currently working on a 

short document to describe the final process. 

 

• NELS met with Cows and Fish, as well as the weed expert at the MD of Bighorn, to discuss 

options for weed control and rehabilitation of the yard waste drop-off area (former compost 

pile), and presented various options to Council for consideration.  Council decided to level the 

pile and manage the resulting weed growth, as well as to use a large rental bin to collect yard 

waste on a trial basis until October 2025. 

 

• NELS was involved in the revision of the new Land Use Bylaw, with one member sitting on the 

Steering Committee. 

 

• NELS is currently working with Suzanne Gaida to create a new Terms of Reference for the 

committee, and to update the NELS area of the Village Website. 

 

• Over the past several years, several members of NELS have been heavily involved in creating 

a case against the proposed diversion of water to supply the Carraig Ridge Residential 

Development.  This year, a ruling on the case finally came down from the Alberta Environment 

Appeals Board (AEAB) which states that the Preliminary Certificate Holder will be allowed to 

divert water from the water source well WSW 7711 to supply water to the proposed 44 lot 

residential development (Carraig Ridge). The Preliminary Certificate Holder will have to place a 

logger in the hole to provide real time pressure and flow data that is accessible to the public via 

the internet. It will then be possible to immediately determine if the well is being mined. This 

caveat will be very useful once the well is producing. The Preliminary Certificate Holder is also 

required to have a contingency plan in place to service the development, since this well cannot 

provide the water required. Finally, the ruling states that the regulatory bodies involved in this 

process did not address the issue of the adequacy of water supply for the Carraig Ridge 

development. This was very apparent from the Directors Record throughout the process. 

Karen Laustsen is working with Suzanne Gaida to preserve the history, research, and process 

documents related to this multi-year-long dispute. 

 

• NELS would love to welcome more people to become involved in the committee.  If you are 

interested in learning about, enjoying, and protecting the natural areas within the village, 

please contact Karen Lausten. 

 


