
NELS Year in Review – Report for AGM on June 22, 2024 
 

• NELS meets officially five times a year, in September, November, January, March, and 
May. Minutes from each official meeting are posted on the SVGL website. 

• Additional working meetings take place as required for specific projects. 

• The committee does not meet in July/August. 
 
Between August 2023 and June 2024, the NELS committee has undertaken or participated in 
the following initiatives: 
 

• NELS Reports and Recommendations 
o As per a request by Council, NELS has researched and developed a Report and 

Recommendations to Council for a Disc Golf Monitoring and Impact 
Assessment Process (February 2024). The report encompasses NELS’ 
observations and photos of the disc golf course since September 2022, as well 
as research about native grasslands, and the effects of recreational activities on 
native grassland areas. NELS was also fortunate to be able to consult on the 
subject with two local biologists who walked the natural areas of the village with 
members of NELS before the proposed controlled burn in spring 2023. 

o NELS presented the report to council on March 16/24. Council has not yet 
discussed the recommendations. 

o E-copies of the report are available from NELS, as well as on the village website. 
 

• Carraig Ridge 
o Several members of the NELS committee have been (and continue to be) heavily 

involved in the ongoing Carraig Ridge appeal. There will be short verbal update 
at the AGM. 

 

• West-end Spring 
o After a number of twists and turns, NELS has secured untreated cedar poles 

from Fortis for use in making a simple boardwalk over the marshy area at the 
south end of the Fairy Trail. Measurements, cutting plans, and cost estimates will 
be undertaken in June, and a concrete timeline for completion established.  

 

• Yard Waste Area / Compost Pile 
o Discussion has continued between NELS and Council regarding management of 

the yard waste / compost area, with no agreement to date on a plan. Council has 
said there is no budget for this and wants to spread it out in place; NELS 
recommends that it be hauled away and create a management plan for going 
forward. NELS has been consulting with Cows & Fish on the subject and in May 
invited them to visit the village to evaluate the area and provide some 
suggestions for rehabilitation and management of the area. Council asked NELS 
to ask C&F about costs for rehabilitation options, and if there are any grants for 
such projects. Karen L is preparing a report to present at a future council 
meeting. 

 

• Educational events / activities 

o February 10/24 - Jeff Z led 12 people in a night sky event. Clouds were 
intermittent with some good clear viewing in between – saw some double 
stars, star clusters, nebulae, and galaxies. Thank you to Jeff for sharing your 



extensive knowledge of the stars, and to NELS members who prepared hot 
apple cider and baked treats for attendees. 

 

• Land Use Bylaw Review 
o Prior to the start of the LUB review process, members of the NELS committee 

researched numerous land use bylaws from other small Alberta communities to 
see what kinds of protections they had established for their natural areas. Based 
on this research, NELS prepared a short report to put forward to Greg Birch as 
suggestions for areas within SVGL to protect through the new LUB. 

o One NELS member was selected to sit on the LUB review steering committee to 
speak for the protection through the new land use bylaw of the many natural 
areas in the village. The first meeting took place in November 2023, and the first 
draft of the new document will be reviewed by the steering committee in June 
2024. There will be opportunities for the public to read and comment on the draft 
later in the process. 

 


