
NELS Year in Review – Report for AGM on June 17, 2023 
 

• NELS meets officially five times a year, in September, November, January, March, and 
May. Minutes from each official meeting are posted on the SVGL website. 

• Additional working meetings take place as required for specific projects. 

• The committee does not meet in July/August. 
 
Between August 2022 and June 2023, the committee has undertaken or participated in the 
following initiatives: 
 

1. NELS bylaw (217) 
o Reviewed the NELS bylaw – no updates were required.  

 
2. NELS Three-year Plan 

o Drafted a three-year plan and estimated a budget for the committee’s priorities. 
Actual project costs were not available in time to be submitted to Council for the 
2023 budget year. 

 
3. NELS Reports and Recommendations 

o Researched and developed three reports with recommendations for Council: 
▪ Proposed Weather Station (September 20, 2022) – regarding a location 

for a proposed Alberta Forestry weather station within the boundaries of 
SVGL. 

▪ Compost Pile (September 20, 2022) – regarding a NELS proposal to 
remove the existing pile of “compost” and then create a yard-waste 
removal area that would be periodically hauled away.  

▪ Bear Activity in the Village (September 20, 2022) – regarding the 
increased presence of bears within the village; the need for secure, bear-
proof garbage and recycling bins; and recommendations for educating 
villagers about living safely with bears. 

 
4. Disc Golf Course 

o NELS members, along with numerous villagers, attended a Council-sponsored 
open house on July 23/22 and expressed their opinions about the installation of 
the disc golf course. NELS members and other participating villagers were later 
disappointed to learn that Administration would not, as originally promised, 
publicly release a compilation of the feedback received from villagers on this 
subject. 

o Council subsequently asked NELS to participate in developing a process for 
monitoring and assessing potential damage / impacts to the native fescue 
grasslands from use and maintenance of the disc golf course. 

 
5. West-end Spring 

o NELS researched costs and parameters to have a professional wildlife / wetlands 
biologist conduct a species inventory in the west-end spring area. Such 
information could be useful as a means to protect the spring at the time of the 
widening of 1A highway. 

o NELS researched costs and design for building a boardwalk over the marshy 
area at the south end of the Fairy Trail, including consulting with an expert from 
the West Bragg Creek Trails Association. It is hoped that NELS can secure 
untreated cedar utility poles from Fortis Alberta as material to create the 



boardwalk.  Pending Council approval of design and costs, the project could 
potentially be completed by the fall. 

 
6. Inventory of Natural Areas and Assets in the Village 

o NELS researched costs and parameters related to having Cows & Fish conduct a 
baseline inventory and assessment of the riparian and uplands areas (i.e. 
grasslands and other natural areas) in the village. This project may be put 
forward for the 2024 budget. 

 
7. Educational events / activities 

o July 23/22: NELS hosted an evening event about bats on with Susan Holroyd of 
the Alberta Community Bat Program. It was well attended (20-30 people), and 
participants enjoyed using echo-location devices on a bat walk around the village 
after the presentation. The echo-locators provided evidence of five different types 
of bats that evening. 

o November 20/22: NELS hosted an in-person information session for villagers 
related to the Carraig Ridge development decision. The session focused on 
reviewing the details of the decision letter; reviewing Council’s original position / 
objection to the development; and explaining the process for appealing the 
decision. The event was well attended (17 people), including members of 
Council, Administration, and villagers. Subsequent to this, NELS created a mail-
out to help villagers understand how to fill out the electronic appeal form. 

o Mid-December 2022: NELS prepared a mail-out to villagers to help explain the 
issues related to a possible stay of the Preliminary Certificate. 

o January 27/23: NELS organized an astronomy event with Jeff Z to view a comet 
in the night sky. Unfortunately, the event had to be cancelled due to bad weather. 

o NELS researched the idea of hosting a Bear Awareness event to be held on May 
13/23. However, between a prescribed burn being scheduled for the same date 
and the fact that bear-proof garbage bins (to this point, at least) seem to have 
reduced the number of bears visiting the village for food to zero, the event was 
not arranged. 

 
8. Lake Stewardship Committee 

o On November 9/22, NELS passed a motion to create a Lake Stewardship sub-
committee that will work toward the development of an integrated, collaborative 
lake (reservoir) stewardship framework and action plan. Bob M was appointed 
Co-ordinator (Chair) of the sub-committee. 

o The Lake Stewardship Committee is intended to work primarily with stakeholders 
outside of the village, including the Government of Alberta, the Bow River Basin 
Council, TransAlta Utilities, Stoney First Nations, and other summer villages and 
rural municipalities in Alberta. 

o To date, Bob has been in contact with several different organizations regarding 
how many lakes in Alberta are actually reservoirs, because lakes differ from 
reservoirs in several aspects, including ability to sustain shorelines / riparian 
areas in the face of artificially changing water levels.  

o He has also been monitoring and recording data about the various winter 
activities on the ice this year, with a view to researching whether there are limits 
on summer or winter activities on the reservoir (e.g., how many boats can be 
moored on the lake? how many cars can be on the ice?), and whether there is a 
regulatory body related to this. 

 



9. Preparation for Land Use Bylaw Review 
o Council intends to hold a formal LUB review / update process in the fall of 2023. 

In preparation for this, NELS held a working meeting on April 15/23 to start 
reviewing the village’s statutory documents and current land use bylaw, and to 
research what other municipalities are doing to protect their natural areas 
through their land use bylaws. The committee and volunteers will continue 
researching and educating themselves on the subject, with another working 
meeting to be scheduled in June or July. 

 
10. Proposed Prescribed Burn 

o At the March 8/23 committee meeting, NELS expressed concerns about and 
asked questions to Administration about the proposed prescribed spring burn. 
Specifically, whether villagers needed to let their insurance companies know that 
a prescribed burn was going to be conducted, and whether the village required 
special insurance in case of property damage related to the prescribed burn. 

o In April, NELS was contacted by some village bird watchers regarding their 
concerns for birds and wildlife with a prescribed burn scheduled so late in the 
spring. NELS contacted a professional biologist to find out the proper protocols 
for burning at this time of year. 

o On April 27/23, NELS wrote a letter to Council and Administration regarding 
federal regulations under the Migratory Bird Conventions Act that prohibit the 
disturbance (by any means, including clearing vegetation by fire) of nests, birds, 
and hatchlings during the nesting season (from early April to the end of August). 
The regulations require that a professional biologist be engaged to conduct a 
nest sweep and supervise mitigative actions prior to any disturbance. 

o The prescribed burn was cancelled due to a provincial fire ban. Carey F engaged 
two biologists to come to SVGL anyway on May 12/23 to view the natural areas. 
Three NELS members took advantage of the opportunity to walk with them and 
learn more about the natural assets we have here in the village. 


