
Update to Council from NELS – Feb. 16/23 
 
 
EXISTING “COMPOST” PILE: 

• On Jan. 9/23, NELS responded by e-mail to an e-mail from Policy (Jan. 5/23) about 
spreading out the existing “compost” pile on site within the village.  The majority of 
committee members are NOT in favour of this course of action, and wonder if it is 
possible (since Admin has determined that it does not have to be tested for 
environmental hazards): 

(a) to dispose of the existing pile of material at a local landfill; 
(b) to sell or donate the existing pile of material as clean fill for one of the large 
construction projects in the area (as discussed at the September Council meeting 
– specifically, the Springbank Dry Dam project – or perhaps the road construction 
project at the intersection of highway 1A and 22) 
(c) if neither of the two previous options are possible, to haul it away and start 
over, as detailed in NELS’ Compost Pile Report and Recommendations to 
Council in September 2022 

 

• Going forward NELS suggests dropping the terms “compost” and “compost pile” from all 
future communication about / references to the existing or future pile, since it is not 
compost. It is green/brown yard waste.  NELS suggests using the term “yard waste 
collection point” instead of “compost pile” to eliminate any confusion. 

 

• With regard to point 7.1 in the Feb. 16/23 agenda – 2023 Community Survey, the first 
question uses several different terms (e.g., seasonal compost pick-up service, organic 
waste collection service, organic waste) to refer to yard waste, none of which help to 
make the question clear.  The question might be more clearly written as: 

o Ghost Lake does not currently have a yard-waste collection service. We are 
exploring the option of arranging a service to periodically haul village yard waste 
away from a central collection point (the site of the existing “compost” pile).  This 
would involve renting a large bin for villagers to deposit their soft green and 
brown yard waste (such as grass clippings and leaves), and having it hauled 
away for a fee.  The specifics related to the costs, volumes, and schedule for 
such a service are yet to be determined.  In principal, however, are you in favour 
of implementing a seasonal yard-waste collection service for the village?  Yes / 
No / Other 

 
 
GARBAGE AND RECYCLING BINS: 

• NELS applauds Council for opting to purchase bear-proof garbage bins, but strongly 
disagrees that bear-proof recycling bins are not required.  

 

• Council’s rationale for deciding that bear-proof recycling bins are not necessary is that 
“recycling bins should not contain any food products or organics which attract a bear.” 
Instead, Admin will “aim to share information with the village to encourage practising 
safe disposal procedures [for recyclables].” (Dec. 6/22 Council meeting minutes)   

 

• While it is true that recycling bins, in theory, should not contain any food products or 
organics, the fact is that recycling bins contain many different kinds of food containers 
and packaging.  If these items have not been carefully inspected and/or washed before 



they are placed in recycling bins, it is quite possible that they do contain some food.  
Since bears can smell food from a great distance, and since anything that smells means 
food to a bear, small amounts of food on items in a non-bear-proof recycling bin may 
become a bear attractant. 

 

• As an illustration, the following list of food packaging and food containers are allowed in 
City of Calgary blue carts (i.e. recycling bins).  This shows what a wide variety of items 
MIGHT end up in a large recycling bin at Ghost Lake Village.  Any of these items could 
potentially have food particles left in / on them. 

o sandwich / lunch bags 
o bread bags 
o pizza boxes (can’t be washed off) 
o paper coffee cups  
o fountain pop cups without lids 
o soup and beverage cartons (e.g. Tetrapaks) 
o milk cartons and juice boxes 
o milk jugs 
o yogurt and cottage cheese tubs 
o plastic bottles 
o take-out food containers 
o clamshell packaging 
o divided cookie trays / party trays 
o tin food cans 
o foil take-out containers and pie plates 
o pop cans 
o glass food jars, such as baby food jars, salsa jars, etc. 
o glass bottles, including pop bottles and condiment bottles 
o mouthwash bottles, body lotion, and shampoo/conditioner containers (which, 

while not actually food containers, do have strong scents that may attract bears) 
 

• In case it might be useful to review again at this time, NELS’ Report and 
Recommendations on Bear Activity in the Village (provided to Council in September 
2022) discusses both garbage bins and recycling bins as they relate to bear activity in 
the village. 

  

• If it is at all possible, NELS would prefer to see bear-proof recycling containers 
rented or purchased for SVGL. 

 
 
OTHER: 
 
Carraig Ridge – NELS organized and hosted a two-hour information session for villagers on 
Nov. 20/22 to review the details of the decision letter and explain the process for appealing the 
decision. NELS also created a subsequent mail-out to help villagers understand how to fill out 
the electronic appeal form. The information session was attended by 17 villagers, including 
members of Council and Administration.  In mid-December, NELS again prepared a mail-out to 
villagers to review / explain the issues related to a possible stay of the Preliminary Certificate. 
 
Educational Events – NELS arranged an Astronomy event for Friday, January 27/23 at 8 p.m.  
Unfortunately, the sky was overcast and the weather was snowy and cold and the event had to 
be cancelled.  Hopefully another astronomy event can be re-scheduled in the future.  NELS is 



working on arrangements for a Bear Awareness event for Saturday, May 13/23 (the weekend 
before the Victoria Day weekend). Confirmation to follow when the details are worked out.  
 
West Spring Project – NELS has put the biological survey on hold until 2024.  The Fairy Trail 
Boardwalk plan is progressing, but there are still details to work out before NELS can present a 
proposal to Council. 
 
Inventory of Natural Areas and Assets in the Village – NELS has secured a cost estimate 
from Cows and Fish, but needs to discuss further within committee and with Cows and Fish 
before determining a course of action. 
 
Monitoring and Impact Assessment Process for Disc Golf Course – No update at this time, 
however, work will be commencing soon. 
 
Lake Stewardship Committee – Bob Miller recently updated NELS to say that he has been in 
contact with several different organizations regarding how many lakes in Alberta are actually 
reservoirs, because lakes differ from reservoirs in several aspects, including sustainability of the 
shorelines / riparian areas (because of artificially changing water levels).  He has also been 
recording information related to the various winter activities taking place on the reservoir ice this 
year. 
 
Village Newsletter – As soon as possible, NELS would appreciate receiving the 2023 
publication schedule and submission deadlines for the village newsletter in order to be able to 
submit articles to each issue. 
 
 
With regard to Committee Updates, 8.1 Emergency Management in the Dec. 6/22 Council 
meeting minutes: 

o RE: Prescribed burn in 2023 – NELS would appreciate being kept in the loop as 
this possibility develops, because the seasonal timing of a prescribed burn can be 
quite critical to preserving / protecting native prairie plants and insects, ground-
nesting birds, etc. 

o RE: Discussion with Richard Payton regarding installation of the weather 
station – a reminder of the existence of the Proposed Weather Station Report and 
Recommendations provided to Council by NELS in September 2022, in case they 
are useful in this ongoing discussion. 

 


