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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE SUMMER VILLAGE OF GHOST LAKE 
HELD ON TUESDAY, September 11, 2018 AT 5:30 P.M. AT THE COMMUNITY SERVICES BUILDING, 
GHOST LAKE, ALBERTA. 
 

PRESENT Mayor John Walsh, Deputy Mayor Warren Wilson, Councilor Robyn Carrier, 
Chief Administrative Officer Sherri Bureyko and 5 guests. 
 

 Called to Order by Mayor Walsh at 6:00 pm. 
 

APPROVE AGENDA 
 
 

Council reviewed the agenda.   B. Miller requested his report for the Natural 
Environment Committee to be moved to the beginning of the meeting as he 
had another engagement to attend after his presentation 

18-056 MOVED by Mayor Walsh that Council approve the agenda as amended. 
 CARRIED. 

 
NATURAL  
ENVIRONMENT 
COMMITTEE 

Bob Miller attended the Council meeting to discuss the Village Composting Pile 
and options for Council to review that will address the ongoing use and 
regulation of the pile.  A review of the 4 different areas of the current 
composting pile was provided. The review included the approximate width of 
each area, the existing conditions, potential issues with the area, and options 
for managing each area.  
 
At this time Council has determined the oldest portion of the Compost Pile, 
identified as “The Old Hill” which is covered in grass will be left as is. 
 
Council has requested the Environmental Committee to report back with 
options for either leveling out or removing the active areas of the Composting 
Pile and create instead a collection area for vegetative materials that would be 
removed from the Village annually. 
 
Administration will provide education on the changes to the Composting Pile in 
an upcoming newsletter. 
 

DELEGATIONS Fred Smith met with Council to discuss the need for replacing the pads for the 
Current Automatic External Defibrillator and to consider replacing the AED as 
the battery that expires in 2020 will be the last replacement available for this 
model as it was discontinued by the manufacturer. 
 
Council directed administration to purchase replacement pads for the AED. As 
well the cost to replace the AED unit will be included in the 2020 budget. 
 
Royce Williams met with Council to discuss invoice #2218.  Mr. Williams was 
requesting Council consider reversing the charge based on the presumption 
that the initial call that was made was not a 911 call and that the caller never 
intended for Emergency Services to be dispatched.  Mr. Williams provided 
partial transcripts for council of the call to review. 
 
Council asked administration to follow up with 911 to obtain a full transcript 
that would show the conversation before the call was dispatched to Cochrane.  
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The partial transcripts do not fully address why the call was switched to a 911 
emergency and Emergency Fire Services were dispatched.  Council will 
reevaluate this request at the next council meeting. 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 8, 2018 were circulated to Council. 
 
The minutes of the Organizational Meeting of June 16, 2018 were circulated to 
Council. 
 
The minutes of the Special Meeting of June 16, 2018 were circulated to Council. 
 

18-057 MOVED by Councilor Carrier that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 
8, 2018 be adopted as circulated. 

 CARRIED. 
 

18-058 MOVED by Councilor Carrier that the minutes of the Organizational Meeting 
of June 16, 2018 be adopted as circulated. 

 CARRIED. 
 

18-059 MOVED by Councilor Carrier that the minutes of the Special Meeting of June 
16, 2018 be adopted as circulated. 

 CARRIED. 
 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE The payment schedule, outlining payments of direct withdrawals and cheque 
nos. 1626 - 1666 in the amount of $ 71,708.63, was acknowledged by Council. 
 

CASH STATEMENT Council reviewed the Cash Statements for the period ending Aug 31, 2018. 
 

18-060 MOVED by Mayor Walsh that the Cash Statement for the period ending 
August 31, 2018 be approved as submitted.                                                    

 CARRIED. 
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT Council reviewed the Balance Sheet and Revenue and Expense report for the 
period ending August 31, 2018. 
 

18-061 MOVED by Councilor Carrier that Council approve the August 31, 2018 
Balance Sheet and Revenue and Expense report, as submitted. 

 CARRIED. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

 

Tree Protection Bylaw Council reviewed the draft Tree Protection Bylaw and accompanying Policy.  
Administration was directed to make the following amendments: 
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• Create a range for the Specified Penalties commensurate with the 
replacement of different sizes and species of trees. 

• Include a Public Works exemption 

• Add a section pertaining to the maintenance and removal of new 
growth, suckers, ect.  

• Amend the following statement to pertain to healthy trees 
WHEREAS it is desirable to protect, preserve and retain trees in 
public spaces owned or controlled by the Summer Village of Ghost 
Lake; 

 
Administration will liaise with Councilor Carrier and the Natural Environment 
Committee to review and simplify the Bylaw and Policy. 

 
BYLAW 235 – Fire Safety Council reviewed Bylaw 235 – Fire Safety. 

 
18-062 MOVED by Councilor Carrier that Bylaw 235 be given first reading 
 CARRIED 

 
18-063 MOVED by Mayor Walsh that Bylaw 235 be given second reading 
 CARRIED 

 
18-064 MOVED by Mayor Walsh that all councilors present are in favor of giving third 

and final reading at this meeting. 
 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
18-065 MOVED by Councilor Wilson that Bylaw 235 be given third reading and 

declared finally passed. 
 CARRIED 

 
FIREWORKS Administration reported that a permit for Fireworks to be set off from the 

breakwater requires approval from Alberta Agriculture and Forestry (AAF).   
 
This is because the leased land is privately owned land within the MD of 
Bighorn.  All the land, excepting Hamlets, in the MD of Bighorn that is within the 
Calgary Forest Protection Area is managed by AAF. 
 
As well, administration was informed by AAF that the permits are issued to the 
land owner, and as we lease the land, the land owner will be required to sign off 
on any permits for fireworks being set off on the breakwater.  Administration 
was directed to wait until lease negotiations are completed this spring before 
requesting sign off on a burn permit for fireworks at the 2019 Regatta. 
 

TRANS ALTA LEASE 
RENEWAL 

Administration provided an update that Trans Alta was contacted regarding the 
2019 lease renewal and were informed that the team managing the renewal 
will be in touch closer to the date. 
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CORRESPONDANCE 
 

 

TAX PENALTY 
CANCELATION REQUEST 

Council reviewed the request to reverse a tax penalty issued to Lot 14 Blk 6 Plan 
6490 EL for late payment.  
 

18-066 MOVED by Councilor Wilson that the tax penalty issued to Lot 14 Blk 6 Plan 
6490 EL be reversed and a refund issued to the registered land owner. 

 CARRIED 
 

 The following items of correspondence were acknowledged by Council 

• Municipal Affairs Minister letter – IDP/ICF extension 

• CFPA Newsletter  

• Land Stewardship Centre Annual Report Card 

• Resident Letter – Compost and Burn Pile 

• Resident Letter – Cannabis 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 

PUBLIC WORKS Council discussed the burn pile being at capacity and that a burn would be 
planned in late fall early winter.  It was also discussed that materials were being 
dumped in the burn pile that should not be there including construction 
materials with nails and spikes, treated or painted wood, and other non brush 
material.  Administration will put a reminder in the newsletter focusing on 
volunteer safety. 
 
Administration updated Council that breakwater repairs are planned for this 
spring, currently administration is working with Alberta Environment to see if 
permits are required. 
 

DOCK  Administration reported that dock spaces were now available to view on the 
Village website on the interactive mapping tool.  Over the winter photos will be 
added to the site as well. 
 

COMM / 
SOCIAL 
 

Minutes of the May 6, 2018 meeting were acknowledged as received by council. 
Cr. Carrier reported on the successful summer filled with a number of events 
run by the committee.  The committee members are currently working on 
setting up a separate Community Association  
 

NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
 

Report was received during delegations 
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FIRE PREVENTION AND 
FIRST RESPONSE  

Council discussed the need to further investigate water cisterns in the Village 
for emergency water supply.  Administration will work with the Public Works 
and Fire Committees to develop a recommendation to Council. 
 

EMERGENCY NIL 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

 

POLICY AND PLAN REVIEW 
 
 Administration provided an update to Council on current Policy and Plan review 

timelines.   Administration will advise Council of upcoming review dates as part 
of the annual Organizational meeting. 
  

FIRE PREVENTION AND FIRST RESPONSE COMMITTEE BYLAW AMENDMENT 
 
18-067 MOVED by Mayor Walsh that Bylaw 34 be given first reading 
 CARRIED 

 
18-068 MOVED by Councillor Carrier that Bylaw 234 be given second reading 
 CARRIED 

 
18-069 MOVED by Mayor Walsh that all councilors present are in favor of giving third 

and final reading at this meeting. 
 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
18-070 MOVED by Councilor Wilson that Bylaw 234 be given third reading and 

declared finally passed. 
 CARRIED 

 
FIRE AGREEMENT WITH MD BIGHORN #8 
 
18-071 MOVED by Councilor Wilson that Council enter into a Fire Suppression and 

Rescue Services Agreement with the MD of Bighorn #8 effective August 1,2018 
for a five year term. 

 CARRIED 
 

APPOINTMENT OF DEBBY BROTZELL-BETTS TO THE FIRE PREVENTION  
AND FIRST RESPONSE COMMITTEE 
 
18-072 MOVED by Mayor Walsh that Debb Brotzell-Bets be appointed to the Fire 

Prevention and First Response Committe. 
 CARRIED 

 
MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
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18-073 MOVED by Mayor Walsh that the Municipal Emergency Management Plan be 

adopted as presented. 
 CARRIED 

 
ALBERTA SOUTH CENTRAL MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT AMENDMENT 
 
18-074 MOVED by Councilor Carrier that Council continue with their participation in 

the South Central Mutual Aid Agreement . 
 CARRIED 

 
2019 BUDGET – SERVICE LEVELS 
 
 Council discussed the current service levels for snow ploughing and grass 

cutting.  Administration was directed to solicit quotations for snow ploughing in 
the Village based on an as needed call and a minimum depth of 10cm. 
 
Administration will provide budget options in the 2019 Interim budget for both 
grass cutting and a Step Student.  Council will review options at the next 
meeting. 
 

REMOVE SHARON PLETT AS A SIGNING AUTHORITY 
 
18-075 MOVED by Mayor Walsh that Sharon Plett be removed as a signing authority 

with the Summer Village of Ghost Lake. 
 CARRIED 

 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

 

18-076 MOVED by Councilor Carrier that the next Regular meeting of Council be held 
on Tuesday December 4, 2018 at 5:30pm at the Cochrane Super 8, Cochrane 
Alberta. 

 CARRIED 
 

IN CAMERA  
18-077 
 

MOVED by Councillor Carrier that Council close the meeting to the public and 
go in camera pursuant to Section 17 of the FOIP Act to discuss legal items 
related to Bylaw enforcement at 10:04 pm 

 CARRIED 
 

18-078 MOVED by Mayor Walsh that Council come out of the in-camera meeting at 
10:09 pm and open the meeting to the public. 

 
 
 

CARRIED 
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__________________________________   _______________________________________ 
Mayor       Chief Administrative Officer  

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

18-079 MOVED by Mayor Walsh that the meeting adjourn at 10:09 pm. 
 

 CARRIED 
 




